
Bristol Homeless Forum 
Homelessness Awareness Week 2017 

 

Planning Meeting 11th January 2017 at Emmaus, Upper York Street 

Present at the meeting: 

Richard Drake, the Julian Trust  David Ingerslev, St Mungo’s   
Ben Richardson, Caring in Bristol Kirsty Stillwell, Bristol City Council 
Penny Walster, Shelter   Chris Graham, Emmaus 
Hywel Caddy, BCC   Jo Lenny, St Mungo’s 
Jess Farr, Emmaus   Roxanne Courtney 
Mark Skelton, Art4Change  Frankie Stone, Art4Change 

Updates & News 

We started the meeting with a round the table update; news items are listed here unless they relate to one of our 
specific events/activities where they are reflected below in the appropriate section  

Jo Lenny  : Relate can offer anonymised case studies of relationship breakdowns leading to sofa surfing 
  : Women’s Homelessness Pathway Group are running an event on 24th Feb 
Chris/Jess : Emmaus will be running an event during the week; Open Doors & meet some companions 
   date tbc but possibly Saturday 18th or Thursday 23rd ; will include video launch 
Kirsty  : Graphics have been updated and will be made available on the website 
David  : SWEP will be activated this weekend due to accumulation of cold/bad weather recently 
   : Bristol has been awarded 3 tranches of Government funds 
   a) Trailblazer funding – for Early Intervention & Prevention work 
        details currently sketchy but there is a relationship to the Precarious Tenancy event 
  b) New to Streets (Q1) – joint Bristol & N. Somerset bid 
    Bristol : No 1st Night Out, evening outreach  to be where people first present (eg Julian   
   Trust, Wild Goose etc) to divert them into services 
    N Somerset : No 2nd Night Out – increased Outreach 
   c) Social Impact Fund (October onwards) – payment by results for a programme of outcomes  
    for people with very complex needs (& not in Golden Key programme) 
  : City Office initiatives 
    - Housing Associations have offered 25-30 of the 100 beds in 100 days ask 
    - First Bus have offered 2 buses for possible conversion into accommodation  
      (per IOW model); Project Management offers needed to make this work 
    - Bristol Churches Winter Shelter (12 beds on 4 week pilot) starts Friday 13th 
   : Possibility of available funds from Housing Associations; David will put in a request to fund some of  
    our activities 
Ben  : The planned Closing Event will not be practical after all 
Penny  : a reminder that Blue Monday advice event will be running on Monday 16th in the Galleries 
Richard   : NHS TB screening is being commissioned, probably to take place during the week 
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Main events 

We are now at the stage where there is a lead for each main activity we are planning for the week which is starting 
to shape up like this, with other events running through the week : 

18/19 February - Social media launch using #HomelessBristol  
20 February - Launch Event (see below) 
22 February  - Private Rented Accommodation Event 
23 February   - Emmaus ‘Meet Companions’ & video launch (date tbc) 
24 February - Women’s Homelessness Pathway Group  
24 February  - Sleepout (#Sleepout2017) 

A) “It could be you” 
There was no new information available at this weeks meeting 
ACTIONS : 

Jo Lenny – to follow up with retail outlets, including charity shops  
Richard/Darren – are meeting on Tuesday 17th to firm up on plans & Art4Change are being involved 

B) “Private Rented Accommodation Event” 
The event has been planned with a focus of bringing together Support Services and private landlords to share 
what is working in supporting vulnerable people to access and maintain accommodation in the private sector. 
The event is not intended to be a public event but aimed at local support and advice networks and local land-
lord networks. 
The event is expected to be about 2 hours in duration on the afternoon of Wednesday 25th February. 
We have confirmation from Home Turf Lettings and initial expression of interest from Real Lettings in present-
ing on their projects and sitting on a panel. 
Invites to present and sit on the panel have also been extended to Bristol Property Management. 
Until a venue is confirmed we will be unable to set up an eventbrite ticketing system. The two most likely pro-
spects for venues are: 
  -          Bristol Energy Hub – available for free but does not have seating 

-          Hamilton House – available and provisionally booked but will cost £67.50 for the room with an addi-
tional £1 per head for tea and coffee. 
Following suggestions from the Homelessness Partnership we will also contact Yarlington Housing and Gillian 
Douglas at BCC to see if they would like to present at the event. 
 

C)  “Launch Event” 
Mark & Frankie from Art4Change and Roxeanne gave us a great summary of what can be done and we 
agreed to take up the offer from the Island to use their space for the week.   
We will still need case studies and people willing to be interviewed &/or filmed by the media 
Jess from Emmaus offered to help with short interview videos for media.  
ACTIONS : 
All     – to provide names of potential interviewees to Kirsty   
Richard Drake  - liaise with IF group re involvement 

D) Media Coverage 
We would like to arrange media coverage throughout the week with 24/7 &/or Radio Bristol & others to tell 
the story of homelessness and homelessness prevention through the work done by various organisations. As 
always interviews with people affected by the issues and the work of the organisations will be more appealing 
than interviews with a spokesperson, but all offers of participation are welcome. 
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ACTIONS : 
   All   - to let Kirsty know organisation contacts for those who might take part; please    
     include organisations beyond the forum – such as food banks, mediation,  
     relationship counsellors ….. 

OTHER IDEAS 

 “Factsheets” (previously hidden away under communications) was definitely something we felt should be 
developed and could be used throughout the week. An additional idea was that these could be printed on postcards 
with a mirror on the other side. Some work has been done on this and circulated for input  
ACTION : David Ingerslev/Yan Lau to follow up and circulate draft for refinement   

WILL SELF 
There are possibilities in getting support from Will Self to close off the #SOSBristol campaign and help launch 
Homelessness Awareness Week 
ACTION : Jo Lenny to update us with what will work 

Inside Out West 
Since the meeting we have heard from the CAB contact :- 
“I've heard back from the BBC Inside Out producer now. 
Their 'homeless' special is tied to a broadcast date of 30th January - it's not a local decision, they have to fall in with 
the overall schedule. 
They've also decided on the three films they will feature: 
- they've been following a GP in Gloucester who works with street homeless there so will focus on him and his work; 
- they've filmed a homelessness worker from Chippenham visiting a Finnish project which sounds like Homes First; 
- been filming, apparently for several months, the Bristol project which is looking to use empty buildings as homeless 
shelters, (think that's with Dave Ingerslev).   

So, limited scope for HAW week but poss space on the Inside Out website for digital content. They would also men-
tion HAW in their 30 Jan programme & Points West & radio poss in that week. 
 
ACTION : none – see Media Coverage above  

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

  Wednesday 25th January 12pm at Compass Centre 

Key Message (reminder) 

 

 

Bristol Homelessness Awareness Week (February 18-25) aims to raise awareness of homelessness, those at risk 
of becoming homeless and the issues facing rough sleepers. 
This year the specific focus is on help. We will do this in two ways: 

 engaging with people who want to help – by promoting volunteering and fundraising opportunities 

 reaching out to people who need help – by highlighting the importance of early intervention and per-
suading people to access the support they need.  

The aim will also be to encourage people to look out for each other, spot the early warning signs and take ac-
tion. 


